2

-esne Press Media Communication Report
-From Public Relations Cell BSNL CO New Delhi
Publication: The Times of India Page No: |29
New Delhi Date: 23.01.2015

2,500 cities, towns to get free Wi-Fi

Pankaj.DovalZtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: The governmert
will roll out firee high-spead
WiFi in 2500 cities and
towns across the oountry
over three years and the pro-
gramme, involving an invest-
ment of up to Rs 7,000 crore.
The plan will e implement-
ed by state-owned Bharat
Sanchar Nigam (BSNL).
However, the firee ride will
be only for a limited time, after
which users will have to pay
for further access, a model
simnilar towhat isbeing of fered
atairports and other places by
private operators. For those
having a BSNL or an MTNL
connection, the switch-over to
Wi-Fi will be similar to roarmn-
ing “at very nominal costs”
onvoe the free usage isover:
“The services will begin in
the next financial vear (2015
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16)and we plan tooffer these to
subscribers of all mobile oper-
ators"” BSNL chairman arnd
managing director Arupam
Shrivastava told TOT here.
The measure seems to be
in line with the Modi govern-
ment’s ambitions Digital In-
dia® programme aimed at
boosting intertet connectivity
acroas the country Also, it is
being seen as a measure that
will give a boost to struggling
BSNL, which has been in the
red for neady four fnancial
vears and suffered a loss of

about Bs 7,000 crove in 201314
Telecom minister Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad has already listed
revival of BSNL and MTNL
armong his top priceithes.
Shrivastava, who recently
took over as the ChMDof theail-
ing PSU saidmost of thetopei-
ties arourd the couritry will be
geiting the Wi-Fi facility that
aims to provide fast internet
speeds. “The cities where it
will be rolled out inchade Kol-
kata, Chennai, Locknow, Deh-
radun, Hyderabad, Varanasi,
Bhopal, Jaipur, Patna, Fdore,

Chandigarh and Ludhiana ™
The BSNL CMD said the
Wi-Fi speed will be “of 4G
levels” as the company will
develop itaround its vastop-
tic fibre and cable network.
“Around 50,000-60,000 Wi-Fi
hotzpots will be set up as
partof the programme.”
BSNL is hoping that a fa-
vourable tariff plan offered
for Wi-Fiservices willhelpit
gain mobile subscribers.
Stiff competition from pri-
vate operators and slow
pace of infrastructure up-
grades have secn flight of
mobile customers from
BSNL at a time when its lan-
dline base is also shrinking.
“We are sitting on the verge
of a data revolution and
BSNL has a huge potential
here on the back of our lan-
dline base and capability,™
Shrivastava said.




